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Alex Acuna - Jan Gunnar Hoff - Per Mathisen Barxeta

Warning: Before experiencing this CD, make sure you have room to freely move your body!

You are holding the debut CD recording from Studio
Barxeta, Valencia. It's a gourmet recipe of Jazz/Jazzrock/
World music from the global village cookbook. ‘Barxeta’
is yet another distinguished addition to the deliciously
diverse Losen Records catalogue.

THE BAND

Only geographically are there boundaries. Drummer/
percussionist Alex Acufia was born in the western part

of Peru and raised in Puerto Rico and the USA. Electric/
acoustic bassist Per Mathisen is from the eastern part of
Norway. Pianist/synth maestro Jan Gunnar Hoff is from the
northern part of Norway.

‘Barxeta’ is the second album from the band, which since
forming in 2008 has toured extensively. Individually, their
pedigrees are impeccable. Alex is perhaps best known for
his many years with Weather Report. His encyclopaedic list
of credits runs from Elvis to Ella and includes concerts and
recordings with the likes of Chick Corea, Herbie Hancock
and Joe Zawinul. Per is also very comfortably established
on the international jazz scene. He has worked with
amongst others Terry Lyne Carrington, Geri Allen, Gary
Thomas, Bill Bruford and Ralph Peterson. Jan Gunnar has
worked with luminaries such as Pat Metheny, Mike Stern,
Chick Corea and John Surman.

THE TRACKS

Barxeta opens with ‘Belarus’, a gentle musical landscape
with a quietly urgent rhythmic backbone. Jan Gunnar’s
keyboards interweave seamlessly and are complemented
with dynamic and empathic interplay from Per and Alex.
‘Grande Castelar’ is filled with flowing synth and bass
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unison riffs masterly balanced with undulating rhythmic
rolls, fills and a killer drum solo. This is time-honoured jazz-
rock! ‘Embrace’ is a celebration of the piano-based acoustic
jazz trio. A charmingly stated theme opens the door for a
set of creative variations that can only be so well clarified
by a band who know each other well. ‘Latineando’ is a
percussive panacea — played in Acuia-time! It's a tireless
conga/bongo extravaganza - featuring an ethnic vocal by
Alex. The percussive intro to the title track ‘Barxeta’ leads
to a hauntingly memorable statement on fretless bass.

The track blossoms into a balanced, laid-back three-chef-
chilled-cuisine! “Tu Amor’ is a bewitching musical journey.
Subtle thematic harmonies both minor and major are
punctuated by tour-de-force bass riffs, pianoFORTE — and
all very nicely served up on a propulsive bed of Acufia Latin
drive. Talking of which, ‘Havana Drive’ is a Cuban-inspired
platform for aficionados. ‘Indochina’ is special. Triplets
here, tempo changes there, — ethnic evolves to rock, a
smattering of fifths and further to a musical master class.
‘Winds of Faith’ is an elegant/gentle Latin/fretless/timeless
chill. In his “Abogat Funk’, Per vocoder-leads a definitive
funk band performance. ‘La Sangria del Sr. Manzano’

seals the album and is an exhilarating excursion indeed!
Indefatigable Acufia opens with an impelling groove. Two
minutes in, we swing into a pure jazz fast four, a blistering
solo from Jan Gunnar and then it's back to Alex and a final
stunning solo played over a myriad of textures created by
his bandmates.

OK. You have the recipe — you have the ingredients. This
superb band is cookin’!
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